Executive Report
on Polish Presidency in the Visegrad Group,

July 2008 — June 2009

The programme of Polish presidency in the Visedeadup coincided with a period of

immensely dynamic developments in the European tJaid globally, as a result of the
world economic crisis. General expectations notstihding, the Lisbon Treaty had not
been enacted following rejection by lIrish citizems)d a failure to close ratification

procedures in a number of other European Union reestiates. In August 2008 the world
witnessed the Russian-Georgian crisis, whereasaity €009 the Russian-Ukrainian
energy crisis broke out, with adverse impact oneot@entral and South European
countries (particularly painful for Visegrad Groyartner states). Consequently to all
these circumstances, numerous international stestNATO and the EU included,

verified their agendas, thus also affecting actitaisen by the Polish V4 presidency.
Furthermore, the crisis environment enforced a gpmsment of some meetings and
consultations. A separate challenge had been tHatpresidency programme

implementation coinciding with Czech presidencytie EU, which — for reasons of
related activities — imposed certain limitationsMisegrad-format contacts. Meetings of
Regional Development and Environment Ministers hgween shifted to July 2009 are an
example illustrating the case.

In light of aforementioned circumstances, it oughtbe admitted that the Visegrad
dialogue under Polish presidency was very intefie. Ministry of Foreign Affairs had
been particularly active, having organised 22 nmgstiand consultations for experts and
political directors, through to levels involving dersecretaries of state and Ministers of
Foreign Affairs.

Action was taken to the purpose of intensifyingegsad co-operation on the one hand (as
proven by the first-time meeting of department clioes responsible for public diplomacy
at Ministries of Foreign Affairs, and by the revivaf development policy and consular
matter consultations), and to increase the effent#gs of co-operation on the other (i.a.
the Ministry of Infrastructure initiated the setlinup of specialised task forces
commissioned to draft positions in specific areddinistries of Justice signed a
Memorandum on information exchange and close coatipa to implement the e-justice
programme, among others; strategy departmentss#gvad Group Ministries of Foreign
Affairs initiated a debate concerning future Graygerating mechanisms).

In implementing priorities defined for Polish pmsncy in the Visegrad Group, the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs focused in particulan@ssues concerning the preparation and
implementation of the EU Eastern Partnership Progre, initiated by Poland and
Sweden, albeit in close co-operation with Visegradners. Consultations were organised



to resolve the ultimate form of the project, witbtgntial beneficiary states (Belarus,
Moldova, and Ukraine) attending.

Considerable importance was attached to contactd/iségrad Group experts and

institutions responsible for development policy lempentation. The objective of four

consultation rounds, including one with Swedishtmens in attendance, was that of
exchanging related good practices in individualegid Group countries, but also of
designing mechanisms enabling the future laungbiof Visegrad assistance programmes
in selected countries. A major step was made indinaction under Polish presidency.

Security policy-related dialogue was initiated,dsing i.a. on issues concerning the place
of Ukraine in the European security policy.

The free flow of persons was considered a mattenabr importance. The problem was
debated by non-governmental organisations (i.a.\asa policy conference organised by
the Batory Foundation) and by consular expertsealika the course of a consular
department directors’ consultation, the topic bktalising visa regime traffic in Eastern
Partnership and West Balkan countries was discudseehrly April 2009, Ministers of
Foreign Affairs of the Visegrad Group and of Lithim Latvia, Slovenia, and Italy
submitted a letter of appeal to high representatiwethe EU, concerning the need to
liberalise visa regime traffic with West Balkan teta The postulate is to be enforced
under Swedish presidency in the EU Council, alb®ét actual form and extent as yet
remains unknown.

The International Visegrad Fund was a crucial ursgnt strengthening the Visegrad
Group’s unity and promoting the Group in third ctiies under Polish presidency. In
2008, project execution rules were designed as qfathe so-called V4+ programme,
addressing countries identified as Visegrad Graugripes under Czech presidency in the
Group — i.e. Belarus, Serbia, and Georgia. Belaas the programme’s first beneficiary,
with a project focusing on media promotion of affitly co-operating Central European
countries with a successful system transformattonys Furthermore, a Polish initiative
saw the launch of a scholarship programme for Belan students in 2009, offering up to
80 semesters of scholarships in Visegrad Grouptdesras part of the first stage.

Upon Polish initiative, the Fund’s work was intreed for the first time to EU partners in
Brussels, i.a. thanks to the Fund’s deputy direlctving attended a conference on the EU
scholarship system addressing West Balkan countvisegrad Group achievements in
the field were presented at the event.

Dialogue with external Visegrad Group partners itw@d. Apart from intense contacts
with Baltic States, Bulgaria, and Romania, as asllwith future Swedish EU presidency
(C. Bildt, Minister of Foreign Affairs, attended 84grad Group ministerial meetings twice
— in November 2008 and May 2009), meetings and udtai®ns proceeded with Israel,
Japan, the Nordic Council of Ministers, the Benetaxintries, and — for the first time —
with Russia. The Hanoi meeting of Ministers of FgneAffairs of the Visegrad Group
and Japan on May 22009 resulted in a quality change to co-operdtomat: decisions
were passed to launch a number of joint projestduding the so-calleGreen Visegrad

Throughout the previous year, political and expeontacts on EU-related matters
intensified considerably.

Meetings of Prime Ministers of Visegrad Group coi@st formed a special part of
Visegrad co-operation. Upon invitation by Prime Miter Donald Tusk, not only had they
attended the regular presidency-related meetings,each in the autumn and at the close



of Polish presidency in the Group, but they alsot e the occasion of nearly all
European Council sessions, during an event celagrtte anniversary of the Nobel Prize
having been awarded to Lech \WW&d, former chairman of the Solidarity Trade Unionl a
former president of Poland (Gikk, December 2008), as well as during the official
introduction of the EU currency in Slovakia (Brés, January 2009). All these
occasions served as opportunities to exchangeas@ran current affairs, and primarily to
draft joint positions, later presented at EU laneletings.

Given the Russian-Ukrainian gas crisis then in prsg, the issue of energy security
became the prime topic during the Visegrad Growgsisae in Bratislava. The matter was
also made part of the agenda of the Ministers ofi§a Affairs meeting (May Z12009).
During the meeting of Prime Ministers of Visegrado@ countries closing Polish
presidency in the Group (Cracow, Jurfé &009), a decision was passed to establish a
Visegrad task group of governmental plenipotergmfor energy security.

On June % a meeting of Speakers of V4 Parliaments took placeWarsaw to
commemorate the 20th Anniversary of political tfanmation in Central And Eastern
Europe.

Inter-Ministerial Co-operation of Visegrad Group Countries

Financial Matters

Responsible authority: Ministry of Finance

Under Polish presidency in the Visegrad Group, Miaeistry of Finance planned for
ministerial-level, and, should the need arise, exjggel meetings to discuss the intended
mid-term review of the European Union budget, améxchange experience concerning
preparations to join the euro zone. Developmentsit@mnational financial markets during
the second half of 2008 and early months of 200@, adverse economic phenomena
rapidly spreading around the globe resulted in Bugopean Commission postponing
works concerning the EU budget review, and annagngiublication of the document
recognised as the basis of the aforementioned wewnie earlier than November 2009.
Concurrently, the Ministry had to revaluate itsnfoactions with the other V4 partners,
focusing in practice on active participation in Hbrum initiatives in the field of
counteracting and preventing crisis-related phemameNotwithstanding the above,
experience exchange with regard to preparationsefdieg euro zone entry continued,
albeit not in Visegrad Group format, but rathebifateral contact, in consequence of the
diversified extent of partners’ commitment to pneptary works in question. The official
event to celebrate Slovakia adopting the euro wasxa@ellent opportunity to exchange
experiences concerning the introduction of the easthe guest list included all Prime
Ministers of the Visegrad Group countries.

Economic Matters

Responsible authority: Ministry of Economy

The Ministry of Economy organised two Visegrad Grawnsultation meetings, focusing
on key aspects of European economic policy. Defalilsw:

September 8 2008 — Energy Expert Group meetinghe group discussed the following:
3" |iberalisation package (proposed amendments t&lexetricity Market Directive, to the



resolution establishing the Agency for the Co-operaof Energy Regulations [ACER],
and to the resolution on cross-border electriaigding), regional and cross-border co-
operation in the field of electricity transmissioand the climate-and-energy package
(draft Directive on the Promotion of the Use of Eyyefrom Renewable Sources, and draft
Emission Trading Scheme [ETS] Directive). Meetirigeiadants exchanged information
on expectations concerning the second strategiggmeview (SER 1), and on the entire
energy delivery security package, which the Eurap&bmmission had intended to
publish in November 2008. The Czech party tablddrdiative activity outline for their
presidency in the area of energy. Moreover, theeissf assistance for the coal sector
restructuring exercise was discussed in light efrésolution of the European Parliament
and European Council on state aid for the coabseathich shall remain in force through
year-end 2010. It was agreed that Visegrad Groumtces shall co-operate on the EU
forum on energy issues, co-operation fields totidelthe ¥ liberalisation package, the
climate-and-energy package, and the energy secpoticy. The subsequent group
meeting is to take place in 2009 in the Czech Riépub

October 18 2008 — Expert meeting on small and medium-sizedanenterprise
policies.The purpose of the meeting was to exchange exmeriand good practices in the
area of policies affecting business and developroksinall and medium-sized enterprises
(SMEs). The group discussed the following: busirdgmssgelopment policies and small and
medium-sized enterprise-related policies in indraildVisegrad Group countries, forms of
funding highly innovative SMEs, and new instrumeotsSME support. The meeting of
the group enabled the collection of information aemming key business policy aspects,
specifically with regard to work on conclusionsth@ Small Business Act for Europia,
progress at the European Union level, and as pgattieo Competitiveness and Growth
Working Group.

Both meetings resulted in the establishing andngtteening of working relations with
representatives of ministries responsible for matté business development and energy
policies, and in the collection of key informatiomthe field; furthermore, they served as
an excellent platform to exchange information ofiges adopted by individual states
with regard to energy and SMEs.

Regional Development

Responsible authority: Ministry of Regional Devetemnt

Under Polish presidency in the Visegrad Group foflewing regional development areas
were recognised as prime topics: strategic progragynthe cohesion policy, regional
policy, and synchronising Visegrad Group activitigthin European Union boundaries.

Meetings organised at the ministerial and expes¢llevere an opportunity to exchange
experience in the field of drafting and implemegtinational long-term social-and

economic development strategies, and of strategigramming systems operational in
Visegrad Group countries. Upon Polish initiativas&grad Group countries established
closer co-operation with Bulgaria and Romania —ceemumerous V4+2 format meetings
under Polish presidency.

The close of the 2004-2006 accounting period was ogportunity to organise
consultations in the area of closing programmeth@fprevious financial perspective. The
task force of experts discussed former experierite regard to implementing 2004-2006



programmes, highlighting problems encountered bynber states with regard to the
2007-2013 financial perspective.

During her Visegrad Group presidency, Poland dedth a number of crucial issues
concerning the future of the Cohesion Policy, ahthe EU’s sectoral policies and their
interrelations, also in the context of public cdiesions of theGreen Paper on Territorial
Cohesion Group partners debated potential solutions toesse the effectiveness of
Cohesion Policy’s implementation instruments, amdniprove its overall efficiency in
achieving community objectives. Under Polish presty in the Visegrad Group, member
states drafted and presented the European Commiggitb a joint letter, containing
proposals of changes to the Cohesion Policy imptgaten system. Strengthening the
force of impact of Visegrad Group countries in Epgan institution decision processes
had been among the chief objectives for Polishigeasy in the Visegrad Group.

The Ministry of Regional Development focused oruéss concerning the programming
and future of the Cohesion Policy, and on practasdects concerning the operational
programmes execution during the 2004-2006 and 2003- programming periods. The
Programme of the Future of European Regions uhgél Years 2020 and 2050 was
discussed alongside the format of recognising paia dimension as part of regional
policy. Moreover, the following issues were assijrspecial importance: conditions of
implementing regional programmes co-financed frorhe t European Regional

Development Fund in the 2007-2013 perspective gasrof transport, environmental
protection, rural areas, land recultivation, andidiog; decentralisation-related matters,
and adapting public statistical systems to the s@eédegional development monitoring.

July 21%22" 2008, Leszno near Warsaw — Visegrad Group expesgteement and
consultation meetingTaking over Visegrad Group presidency from the @zeequired
the drafting of detailed topics and formulae faiufe meetings organised by the Ministry
of Regional Development, which was the precise @sgpof the experts’ agreement and
consultation session. The Polish party supported dhuse of making Bulgarian and
Romanian representatives part of the talks, armdgginising V4+2 format meetings.

September 17-19" 2008, Ksiz — Post-2013 Future of the Cohesion Policyand
Territorial Cohesion in Visegrad Group Countries meeting. Meeting attendants
focused on the future shape of the cohesion pafiglementation system, and debated
added value potentially contributed by the Lisbaraky-introduced territorial dimension
of cohesion. According to the Visegrad Group, tlatikinvestments targeting improved
competitiveness and sustainable development, thbegian Policy is efficient in
implementing the Treaty-described objective of suppg convergence between EU
regions. Meeting participants emphasised that riviis§§ for an improvement in policy
implementation and evaluation, greater importangghbto be attached to the monitoring
of its effectiveness, and more competencies oughbe assigned to member states.
Moreover, Visegrad Group countries acknowledged tha current community debate
concerning territorial cohesion should point Cobegpolicy investments in the direction
of developing the specific potential of all EU rexs.

October 18-14" 2008, Cracow — Meeting of Ministers of Regional B@opment of

Visegrad Countries, Bulgaria, and RomaniaThe Ministers exchanged experience
concerning the implementation of European Uniording during the 2004-2006 period,
and discussed recommendations with regard to fdistsirsement as part of the 2007-
2013 financial perspective. Meeting participantsead that the Cohesion Policy’s
efficiency should not be judged against macroecoaandices only, as they cannot serve



to recognise all its positive effects in econommd @ocial areas: only such effects overall
prove the Policy to be an equalising mechanism el as a European public good.
Ministers declared future co-operation to instigatere efficient procedures, and to
reduce the administrative burden of beneficiariad @nstitutions involved in Policy
implementation; moreover, they emphasised the teddvelop a good practice exchange
network including all European Union member staths.pursuit of principles of
partnership, proportionality, subsidiarity, and reltacompetence, the Ministers recognised
that the Cohesion Policy implementation systemade adapted in a form advantageous
to all member states, extent of funds allocatedvitbstanding. The Cracovian meeting
resulted in the drafting and presenting the Eurnp€ammission with a joint letter,
containing proposed changes to the Cohesion Pafigglementation system. In this
document, Visegrad Group countries expressed thgiport for the following, among
others:

. The establishing of a political-level forum to diss issues of strategic
importance,

. A revaluation of the system of competence sharinthb national and EU levels,
resulting in member states’ accountability for tberrectness of individual
operations, with the European Commission supenyidime enforcement of
general management and control principles,

. An improvement in the quality and clarity of thesegm’s legal framework,
. The introducing of lump-sum mechanisms in expeagenting,

. The unification or harmonisation of regulations ceming all structural funds,
to the effect of enabling integrated investmennpiag in the future.

Furthermore, the letter addressing the European nilssion resulted from Visegrad
Group countries co-operating with other EU membtates, thanks to which the
Commission took specific action to the purpose miprioving the Cohesion Policy
implementation system: it proposed regulatory anmamds, and established a task force
to reflect on the Cohesion Policy system, congistihexperts representing member states.

February 19" 2009, Warsaw — Expert meeting on tf@reen Paper on Territorial
Cohesion Representatives of Visegrad Group countries, Bidgand Romania met in
Warsaw to discuss their positions on @Geen Paper on Territorial Cohesiadopted on
October & 2008 by the European Commission. The publicatibthe Paper initiated a
territorial cohesion debate, which ought to resnltspecific decisions and legislative
measures. Meeting participants were in agreemexttéritorial cohesion should not be
limited to matters concerning regions with specifeographical circumstances. All
countries recognised that territorial cohesion Isbal achieved once the endogenous
potential of individual territories is put to uda.recognising the territorial impact of EU
policies, the majority of the Visegrad Group exgezs support for a territorial impact
study to be carried out. Moreover, the majoritytiodé Visegrad Group expressed their
satisfaction with the fact that th8reen Paperhighlights EU policies of considerable
territorial influence, the proper co-ordination which remains among key elements of
discussions concerning territorial cohesion anddbkesion policy’s future.

February 20" 2009, Warsaw — Th&lobal Economic Crisis and the Cohesion Policy
expert meetingGiven the fact that the current financial and ecenitocrisis remains a
serious challenge for Visegrad Group countriesfandther EU member states, the Polish



presidency organised a meeting, in the course athmepresentatives of the European
Commission and of nineteen EU member states (AsBulgaria, Czech Republic,
Cyprus, Denmark, Finland, Germany, Greece, Hungdatvia, Lithuania, Malta,
Portugal, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, arel Wmited Kingdom) exchanged
opinions with regard to the Cohesion Policy as spoese to the economic downturn.
Structural funds are of key importance to new meandbates, in that they stimulate the
economy at the regional and national levels. It deslared concurrently that a focus on
growth-supporting measures (research and develdpmeémovation, selected
infrastructural investments, and active instrumdmssting employment) ought to be
recognised as an incentive for the economy in tiwfesrisis, enabling a return to the
growth path on the one hand, and achievement gfterm Cohesion Policy objectives on
the other. Member states emphasised the need fwnmgrehensive improvement of
Cohesion Policy enforcement mechanisms, at the aortynand national levels alike.

February 26"-27" 2009, Warsaw 4mplementing European Union Funding in the
2007-2013 Financial Perspectiveexpert meeting. The meeting was attended by
representatives of Visegrad Group countries, Bidg&omania, Slovenia, Lithuania, and
Estonia. In a meeting to discuss the technical d@spef EU funding implementation,
matters concerning the use of European Social Foodies and the implementation of
infrastructure-related programmes and projects weised. Discussion participants
pointed out that local specificity determines depehent barriers and Cohesion Policy
implementation challenges in each individual copndotwithstanding, they emphasised
the common nature of numerous challenges, suctheasdécentralised and multi-tier
management system, the pre-implementation preparaif large key projects and
consequences to the use of funds assigned, aneinfoecement of public procurement
rules and procedures. The meeting was also an wymyityrto raise the following issues:
compliance audits, exceeding infrastructure projegpense budgets, and European
Commission monitoring service audits. During therdpean Social Fund session,
attendants debated factors determining the eftiegieplementation of employment, social
policy, and education projects against their 200@&2financial perspective experience,
and the first stage of the 2007-2013 programmeseimgntation.

May 7"-8" 2009, Warsaw — Second European Funds Foruim. the course of the
Visegrad Panel organised as part of the SeconcbEaroFunds Forum on Ma$f 2009,
Polish, Czech, Hungarian, and Slovak representafivesented projects and initiatives
co-financed with European Union funding in areashaofman resources, culture, and
tourism. The panel was attended by Visegrad Graumiry representatives of public
administration, local and regional governments, @nather institutions and organisations
involved in the implementation of aforementioneajects. Panel participants were in
agreement that all projects resulted in accelerstedl and economic development in the
region, increased employment, and increased sa@ianomic, and territorial cohesion
with European Union member states. Furthermoréu@pean Territorial Co-operation
and European Neighbourhood and Partnership Prograsinm the Visegrad Group
Countriesdiscussion panel was organised as part of thenSieEaropean Funds Forum.
The panel was attended by representatives of utistis responsible for implementing
European Territorial Co-operation (ETC) programmeasd by programme beneficiaries
from Visegrad Group countries. Experience concgr2f07-2013 ECT and INTERREG
Il (2004-2006) programmes execution was discusdedgside the role and place of such
programmes as part of the European fund systemthandfuture within the framework of
the subsequent financial perspective.



Visegrad Group (Czech Republic, Slovakia, and RblaBulgarian and Romanian
representatives invited as part of the VisegracePalso attended the exhibition section of
the Second Funds Forum, as an opportunity to préisein regions and institutions.

July 152" 2009, Sopot — Meeting of Ministers of Regional R&pment of Visegrad

Group countries, Bulgaria, and Romania — summary tiie Polish V4 presidency.

Action taken by the Ministry of Regional Developmemder Polish presidency in the
Visegrad Group shall be summarised during the Sopesting of Ministers of Regional
Development of Visegrad Group countries, Bulgaaiz Romania on July"22" 2009.

Home Affairs and Administration

Responsible authority: Ministry of Home Affairs aldministration

The Ministry of Home Affairs and Administration @gised the following meetings under
Polish presidency in the Visegrad Group:

October 6-8" 2008, Szklarska Pegba — Meeting concerning the VGS (Visegrad Group
System) Il Information Exchange System Developmeftolish, Czech, Slovak, and
Hungarian experts summarised VGS ll-related coatpmr to date, and reviewed the
issue of illegal migration in the region followirf§chengen zone expansion to include
Visegrad Group countries. It was decided that aN@fember i 2008, the exchange of
purely statistical information shall be replaceddy exchange of analytical information
and of related queries. The decision stems from dizeclopment of other European
statistical information exchange systems (suchI&EEI, FRAN, ICONet), enabling the
use of statistical data similar to that exchangeithizv VGS 1l. Experts concluded that
today it would be more useful to exchange analysed,to ensure online consultation via
e-mail, fax, and telephone.

November 2'-28" 2008, Warsaw — Meeting of Vice-ministers and searies of state
responsible for co-ordinating public administratiomMMeeting participants confirmed that
continuing works to the purpose of public admimistn reform remains a priority for
Visegrad Group states, and concluded that co-aparaetween the countries facilitates
access to information and experience exchange,eamathles an opportunity for joint
design of future development directions. Ministersphasised the need to continue co-
operation in areas of developing the informatiorciety and the pan-European e-
government system, which would i.a. include alidests of Visegrad Group countries.
They also confirmed their interest in a Council Eifrope initiative to implement the
Strategy for Innovation and Good Governance at Ldaavel of potential impact on
public administration. All partners concluded tNasegrad Group-based co-operation is
extremely useful, and may prove helpful in presenjoint initiatives and projects on the
European Union forum.

December 1 2008, Zakopane — Meeting of migration expeie meeting was called to
discuss the following issues: migration in the disel Group region, new challenges
stemming from changing political conditions (i.aJ Bnd Schengen zone expansion), EU
immigration policy development (Global ApproachMaigration [GAM] towards the East
and South-East, the operation of current and thebkshing of future partnerships for
mobility, VIS- and SIS ll-related matters), and naigon-related priorities for the Czech
presidency in the EU. The meeting closed with thepion of aConcluding statement

* Meeting participants believe that negative scesasocompanying the Schengen
zone expansion to include Visegrad Group counhiégbnot come to pass,



* It would be worthwhile to consider the option ofanising a separate meeting for
countries of the region, focusing on experiencehwitgard to the outstandingly
dynamic migration from Asian countries (India, Chin Vietnam, Pakistan,
Afghanistan) to the Visegrad Group region — allmtoies confirmed the phenomenon
of an increased share of immigrants from outsid@pe, from Asia (Vietnam, China)
in particular, which gives rise to an urgent neeartganise national foreign persons’
integration systems,

* A positive response should be drafted to the Czwoposal of embracing joint

projects with the use of European Union fundinga=tio draft joint endeavours, such
as a continuation of th€apacity Building in Ukraingroject implemented as part of
GDISC, and to use project-related experience t@ldpvsimilar solutions for South

Caucasian countries, and long-term for Belarusels w

* The “visibility” of Polish migration services in tates and activities in the area of
implementing the GAM towards the East and South-Ehsuld be increased — all
countries of the region are involved in the exemutof the Global Approach to
Migration towards the East and South-Eaabd recognise the need for more intense
co-ordination of measures taken by countries ofrédggon, and for lobbying on EU
forums for greater EU commitment to protect heterasboundaries, and for improved
relations with eastern neighbours.

On May 14"-15" 2009 a meeting took place as part of the SalzbEayum, focusing on
the issue of mass event security in the contexpiparing for Euro 2012 Given the fact
that the Visegrad Group comprises a relatively smainber of countries, whereas the
topic is of interest to representatives of manyestathe idea of organising such a meeting
for the Visegrad Group only had not been followgdam. This does not, however, alter
the fact of the topic frequently arising during siees of other groups attended by all
Visegrad Group countries, among others.

Conference of police negotiators and psychologistsll be organised after the expiry of
Polish presidency in the Visegrad Group. For cgaingsation reasons, the conference
has been postponed to the second half of 2009jsatodtake place on Septembdk-71™"
2009, at the Police Training Centre in Legionowm|aRd. The conference shall be
attended by experts-practitioners in the field froafl over Europe, including
representatives of all Visegrad Group member states

A VGS Il Information Exchange System development etieg is to take place in Poland
during the second half of 2009, to the purposevafuating the use of the new information
exchange co-operation system, and of discussingstagentified above.

Justice

Responsible authority: Ministry of Justice

It ought to be emphasised with regard to the Pgligsidency in the Visegrad Group as
concerns Ministry of Justice competencies, thafpttegramme has been modified against
the Presidency Programme of April 2008. Change®doted stemmed among others
from current events, from the agenda of activipéenned at the European Union level,
and from postulates offered by partners.

May 7"-9" 2009, Wroctaw — Meeting of Ministers of Justice die Visegrad Group
countries Discussions concerned the following, among otheratters of proceedings



security extended to individuals taking part inngrial proceedings, in specific
recognition of the extraordinary status of the imct Moreover, the treatment of
perpetrators and victims of crimes sexual in nawas debated, with special significance
assigned to issues considered a priority by theidtin of Justice — prevention and
counteracting sexual abuse of children. Furthermmpaions were exchanged concerning
the resolution currently debated at the EU levamaly that on establishing the European
Private Company as an instrument greatly facifightbusiness operations for small and
medium-sized enterprises, specifically importartinmes of the current financial crisis.

The meeting closed with the signing of a memorandumthe exchange of information
and experience concerning the use of informati@hrtelogy in justice. This document
carries special importance in light of the e-jusiititiative-related activities in the EU.

The memorandum shall enable the execution of @etaprojects in the area of
computerising the justice system, while providirge tVisegrad Group Ministries of
Justice with an opportunity to strengthen regiawabperation.

In the memorandum, Ministers committed i.a. to exde experience by way of the
following:

» Exchange of information on information technologjusions planned, in progress,
and implemented, including related legal regulatjon

» The appointment of plenipotentiaries authorised disclose and acquire
information described as part of efforts to achiexemorandum-listed targets,

» Exchange of expert forces,
» The organisation of working meetings, conferendebzsed in particular,

» The appointment of joint task forces to the purpadeanalysing legal and
organisational solutions forming part of individullinistries’ legal systems, and of
designing recommendations and sample solutionptimise benefits of new information
technology solutions with no impact to sovereigmidkation competencies of any
Ministry,

» Exchange of information technology solutions anajgmts, as well as the
establishing of a system to lend or transfer infation technology hardware and software.

Notably, co-operation between Visegrad Group Mimst of Justice has been
strengthened, in particular in the scope of drgffmint positions with regard to measures
taken at the EU level.

Transport and Logistics
Responsible authority: Ministry of Infrastructure

September % 2008, La Rochelle — Informal meeting of the Minis of Infrastructure
of the Visegrad Group countrie@ccompanying the informal meeting of the Ministef
Transport of European Union member states).

October §' 2008, Luxembourg — Informal meeting of the Ministeof Infrastructure of
the Visegrad Group countrieccompanying the European Council session on paahs
Telecommunications, and Energy).

1C



The purpose of both meetings specified had beemdbange opinions on matters forming
part of EU meeting agendas, to define priorities ftdure co-operation, and to discuss
organisational issues concerning Visegrad Groupiges in the area of transport.

The governmental crisis in the Czech Republic teduin the meeting of Ministers of
Transport of the Visegrad Group countries planradApril 2009 being shifted to June
2009, with intended topics for debate including fibleowing:

» Capacity for accelerating the European Commissigiimbursement procedure in
case of large infrastructure-related projects,

* Potential joint action in the course of the TEN-@twork review,
» Forms of Visegrad Group co-operation at the EUIlleve

September 12 2008, Warsaw — co-ordination meeting at the lexal department
directors responsible for international co-operatioat Ministries with transport
competencies in Visegrad Group countridswas agreed that a network of liaison points
be established to the purpose of improving theciefficy of information exchange and
current matters approval procedures. Co-operatimmijies were also debated during the
meeting.

October 28 2008, Bratislava — Road Infrastructure Tolls Tagkorce meeting In the
course of the Task Force meeting, parties presemtednation on key developments and
problems in the area of Task Force work in thespestive countries. Furthermore, the
issue of proposed amendments to the so-called Epmette Directive (1999/62/WE) were
discussed. During subsequent proceedings in thepEan Council and its executive
authorities, presenting a related uniform Visedéadup position proved impossible.

November ¥ 2008, Warsaw — Conference on the Marco Polo Eurapd’rogramme for
Promoting Intermodal Transport attended by representatives of transport operators
interested in programme participation, and by eopean Commission representative. The
Polish party also invited Visegrad Group partnessattend. Conference proceeding
conclusions enabled the drafting of a joint positiof Visegrad Group countries on
changes to the rules of programme execution, tipesiiag an opportunity for a greater
number of entities from Visegrad Group countriebéoefit from related assistance. As a
result, in the course of proceedings at the Eunop@auncil and its working groups,
significant amendments were introduced to the desdolution on the second Marco Polo
programme edition to the benefit of businesses fagagrad Group countries.

A Rail Transport Task Force meeting shall be helBaeland in June 2009.

Environmental Protection
Responsible authority: Ministry of EnvironmentabRaction

September 18-19" 2008, Budapest — 15Meeting of Ministers of Visegrad Group
Countries The agenda included a discussion on communitislign to promote the
abatement of motor vehicle-related £6missions, and prevent illegal waste transfer
between member states. The Ministers also raisedsue of “ecological tax” application
in member states. Furthermore, the following matteere made part of the agenda upon
initiative of Polish partners:
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1. Status quof merit-related preparations for the™dession of the Conference of
Parties to the United Nations Convention on Clim@kanges, and thé"4ession
of Parties to the Kyoto ProtocCOP14/COP-MOP4).

2. Climate-and-energy package.

3. Genetically modified organisms and related proceslum European Union
member states.

4. Drafting the new Integrated Pollution Preventiod &ontrol (IPPC) Directive.

A joint position was drafted in the course of theating. The Ministers, aware of climate
changes and greenhouse gas emissions abatemerdj@s emvironmental challenges,
expressed their conviction that efforts ought tasbpported at the EU level to establish a
regulation format ensuring that those challengesnaet, in particular by reducing GO
emission levels in motor vehicles.

The Ministers confirmed the necessity to continaeusing on preventing illegal waste
trading, and on enforcing EU legislation in theldi®f waste transportation. They also
decided to strengthen co-operation between nati@uahorities responsible for the
monitoring of cross-border waste transportatiorhinithe Visegrad Group framework.

The Ministers exchanged opinions on the environalentportance of tax systems and
various financial mechanisms. They resolved thahsapproach is of key importance to
the process of transferring to the use of sustéenaieduction and consumption schemes.

The Ministers acknowledged a presentation by theczminister on the topic of
preparations for the upcoming Czech presidenciienBU, and resolved their readiness to
assist in the execution of Czech presidency programbjectives, if needed.

The Ministers acknowledged a presentation by théshHPaminister on the topic of
preparations for the ¥4session of the Conference of Parties to the Uniations
Framework Convention on Climate Change, and forthsession of Parties to the Kyoto
Protocol. The Ministers emphasised that the evaghbto constitute a major step towards
the 2009 Copenhagen conference, and the futuralgbmmnsensus concerning post-2012
activities.

The Ministers acknowledged that the energy-andatimpackage carries tremendous
importance to all member states, whereas relateédsashould conclude no later than by
March 2009. The V-4 countries supported the Pdlnfiative concerning the issues of
emissions auctioning and carbon leakage beyonceHitiory.

With regard to GMO, conference participants coredirthat an in-depth debate on the
subject shall be indispensable, as suggested mg&mander her presidency. Europe needs
credible research to study the risk of GMO intradrcto the environment, to the purpose
of proving conclusively that the use of geneticatlgdified organisms in food and fodder
carries no risk to human or animal health.

On request of Czech partners — current EU presiddmaiders, the Environmental
Ministers Meeting closing the annual period of \gissd Group presidency was postponed
to July 2009. The agenda of the meeting shall ctheefollowing issues:

1. Municipal waste thermal processing experiments erggnin Renewable Energy
Source classification.
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2. The place of environmental protection, includiNgtura 2000locations, in the
debate on the post-2013 future of the Common Adticai Policy.

3. Drafting the new Integrated Pollution Preventiord awontrol (IPPC) Directive.
Exchange of information concerning key Directiviated issues, and
presentation of individual country positions on tokowing:

—  Directive enactment deadlines for existent largenlmastion plants (LCPs), and
potential derogations for installations with shwtaioplanned for the years 2016-2025,

— Recognition of BREF reference documents as ledailiging, and the consequent
limitation to the principle of flexibility made piof the IPPC Directive currently in force.

4. Challenges stemming from the draft Directive on Aenb Air Quality and
Cleaner Air for Europe the CAFE Directive).

5. Continuing the debate on illegal waste transfewbeh member states, as raised
during the 1% Meeting in Budapest in 2008.

6. Draft of the new Waste Electrical and Electroniaipgent (WEEE) Directive to
replace the Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipmef the European
Parliament and European Council (2002/96/WE) ofidan27" 2003.

7. Debate on the options of collecting waste equipmentolumes equivalent to
65% of the equipment brought to the market.

8. Debate on merit-based preparations for th® &6ssion of the Conference of
Parties to the United Nations Convention on Clin@banges, and thd"Session
of Parties to the Kyoto Protoc@COP15/COP-MOP5).

9. Discussion on the International Environmental Maragnt process.
10. Presentation of experience relating to Czech peesigin the European Union.

Health
Responsible authority: Ministry of Health

Under Polish presidency in the Visegrad Group, Btmgi of Health representatives
attended the following meetings:

October 2i' 2008, Brno — Meeting of Ministers of Health of th&isegrad Group
countries In the course of the meeting, issues of reforniieglth care systems in the
regions were debated alongside related prioribeshfe Czech presidency in the European
Union. Originally, the meeting was to be organisedlune 2008, as part of the Czech
presidency in the Visegrad Group.

November 1%-28" 2008, Warsaw — Conference of Visegrad Group coiggron control
in medical products advertisingThe conference was attended by experts from Yaseg
Group countries, the Netherlands, and Norway.

December % 2008, Prague — Financial Stability and Long-terma@ Workshop
organised by the Ministry of Health of the Czech Reblic. The Workshop was attended
by experts representing WHO, OECD, international-governmental organisations, and
the Visegrad Group.

Moreover, the following events in the field of hisalcare are planned under Polish
presidency in the Visegrad Group:
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June 395" 2009, Hungary — Meeting of Visegrad Group expetts discuss public
health problemsThe Chief Sanitary Inspector is to attend.

June 25" 2009, Warsaw — Meeting of representatives of Miriss of Health of the
Visegrad Group countries, Georgia, and Ukraindhe meeting shall focus on issues
relating to effective HIV/AIDS prevention method®d on potential Visegrad group co-
operation in the field.

Culture
Responsible authority: Ministry of Culture and Natal Heritage

Visegrad Group Ministries’ of Culture activitiesciased on the following projects:

1. The Visegrad Anthology Fhe Visegrad Anthologyroject continued. Texts by
young writers from the Visegrad Group were tramglanhto Arabic, and published by the
SphinxEgyptian publishing house (December 2008). In danRA009, the publication was
presented at the Cairo Book Fair, and at the Aldsan Library.

The Anthologyshall also most probably be translated into Sparasd published as an
audio-book. Its English translation is availabletioa web.

2. Digitisation Colloquium of Library-Information Empbyees.

The meeting was organised on Jul{-&" 2008 by the Moravian Library in Brno
(Digitisation as a Method of Protecting Documentsl ddaking them Accessible to the
Public). The purpose of the colloquium was to exchangpeggnce in the field of
digitisation perceived as a method of documentteptmn as well as of improving access
thereto. Its subsequent edition shall be organisethe National Library in Warsaw in
2010 Colloguium of Library-Information Employees frone tiisegrad Group).

Moreover, a two-day workshop for a group of 30-4@aalists representing Visegrad
Group national libraries is to be organised. Tisé dif participants is to be expanded to
include V4+ format participants. A variety of topishall be raised in the course of
workshops, with regard to digitisation and digitadsources accessibility. Meeting
attendants shall be asked to prepare brief pragmmaon various issues serving as a basis
for debate. The workshop agenda also includes septation of achievements of the
PolonaDigital National Library.

3. Cultural Heritage Task Force in V4 Countries.

Under Polish presidency, the 2006 Polish initia{i@eacow) to establish an expert panel
continued. The second expert meeting took placBeptember 2526" 2008 in Cracow,
with a purpose to revive the debate on common problrelating to the cultural heritage
of historical cities and sites made part of he USBESList of World Cultural and Natural
Heritage, and to define measures concerning prepasafor the 2009 educational
programme and the 2010 scientific conference.

4. Workshops for Young Specialists in the Area oétitage Protection.

On July 9-19" 2009, the first edition of the Visegrad Summer &thfor young
specialists in the field of national heritage potiten will take place. The School targets
topics tied in with Central European cultural spavesegrad Group audiences apart,
interested individuals from third countries mayeatt as well.
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The School forms part of a Polish project announdaedng the Olomouc meeting of
Ministers of Culture of Visegrad Group countrieheTInternational Cultural Centre in
Cracow shall be operating the School in a summerocdum format.

5. Conference on the Management and Conservation Fcilities Listed as
UNESCO World Heritage Sites in the course of the June 2008 meeting in Olomthe,
Polish party presented a proposal to organisetamiational conference in 2010, to focus
on issues relating to cultural heritage and histdrities landscape protection in Visegrad
Group countries. The International Cultural CenimeCracow was appointed as the
organiser of the endeavour. The purpose of theecente is to exchange experience and
strengthen co-operation between institutions resipée for heritage protection. The
conference shall enable the drafting of a joirdtsgy and of criteria to design legislation
conforming to UNESCO standards. Details of the emrice agenda shall be outlined
during subsequent meetings of the panel of cultbmaitage experts representing V4
countries.

Aforementioned meetings apart, the following eveatk place under Polish presidency:

July 2008, Brno —Second Colloquium of Library-Information Employeefom the
Visegrad Group

September 2008, Cracow — Second meeting of the Tamke for Cultural Heritage in
V4 Countries.

May 28"-29" 2009, Warsaw — 19 Meeting of the Ministers of Culture of Visegrad
Group countries.During the meeting, projects in progress were w@atad: theVisegrad
Anthology Visegrad Library Colloquium of Library-Information Employees on
Digitisation, and achievements of tfi@sk Force for Cultural Heritage in V4 Countries
Furthermore, the Ministry of Culture and Nationatritage tabled a new initiative — a
research project drafted at the Adam MickiewicZitate, focusing on political theatre in
Visegrad Group countries. The project is to be anm@nted in co-operation with theatre
institutes and scientific centres of individual noies. The first stage would comprise a
conference on the political theatre phenomenonrbedod after 1989, with the next stage
involving a conference to study post-1989 drameatiting in Visegrad Group countries.
The final outcome of the project would involve abpcation on post-1989 theatre and
drama in V4 countries. Furthermore, in the courfsta® meeting the Ministers debated on
culture in Visegrad Group countries in times of remmic crisis. On the occasion of the
meeting, Gyorgy Spir6 was presented with the 208@&&fad Cultural Award.

Sport and Tourism

Responsible authority: Ministry of Sport and Toaris

1. Sport

In conformity to the programme defined for the jmtescy, co-operation in the field of
sports was based on expert experience exchangesédr®s of expert meetings on a
variety of issues concerning sport in Visegrad @roauntries continued as a follow-up to
the 2008 Hungarian initiative. All meetings base tbe assumption that all Visegrad
countries are similar in their social and econoniicumstances, and in an equally short-
term EU membership. Co-operation of Visegrad Groopntries in the field of physical
culture and sport comprises the following: exchaobeformation and drafting uniform
positions for purposes of international forums (@l of Europe, EU, UNESCO,
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WADA), and the exchange of so-called good praaticea variety of sports- and physical
culture-related areas (such as sports financingrts@and health, sports infrastructure
management).

September 2" 2008, Poland — Regional Conference for sports adistration
representatives from Visegrad Group countries, amglests from other Central
European countries (Hungary, Poland, Czech Republislovakia, Romania, Bulgaria,
Slovenia, Serbia, Croatia, and Ukrainelhe conference focused on tBecial Role of
Sport — Importance of Sports Clutiduring the first part of the meeting, represanést of

all participant states delivered presentations ports club systems in their respective
countries, including the legislative framework, dumg systems, structure, the social role
of clubs, and volunteer work. During the secondt mdrthe conference, regional co-
operation current affairs were debated. Issueserairgy sport in the European Union and
Council of Europe were discussed, alongside futpgortunities for regional co-operation
in the area.

March 19"-20" 2009, Budapest — Meeting of sports infrastructuegperts, and debate
on the programme of preparations for the Olympic @as in London It does seem that
future sports-related co-operation shall base gulae expert-level meetings to discuss
individual matters, and enabling the launch of camractivities.

A separate field of V4 countries’ sports-relateeoperation is that of a system ©fympic
Hopes competitions for gifted young athletes, resultingm the memorandum of co-
operation signed in 1994 in Zakopane by four Viadg&roup countries, i.e. the Czech
Republic, the Republic of Hungary Republic, thev@lo Republic, and the Republic of
Poland. The purpose of establishing bmpic Hopessystem was to enable young
athletes to participate in competitions abroad rieo to expand their experience in and
contact with international tournaments. Importargpexts of participation in such
competitions include the lack of high costs of &lat distant countries, and an initiative
to integrate young people from neighbouring coestriAccording to the memorandum,
competition schedules and agendas are superviséiteb$teering Committee convening
annually in one of the member states to discussrtejplrafted following the given year’s
tournaments, and to approve the event agenda éoupptoming year. Signatories to the
memorandum are Committee members. Poland is repeesby the Ministry of Sport and
Tourism, which — in agreement with the Polish Spakssociation — drafts tournament
reports as well as proposals to organise compesitior the next year. In 2009, the
Republic of Hungary is the organiser of the"1®lympic HopesSteering Committee
meeting. Poland shall be the 2010 co-ordinatd@Ilgfmpic Hopes ournaments.

The 2009 sports activities schedule provides fotoB#naments (25 for official, and 10 for
non-official show purpose disciplines). Polandhis brganiser of the following events:

Official Disciplines Venue Date
Baseba Zory, Rybnik 16-21.0¢
Biathlor Wista 31.01-01.0Z
Kayaking — slalom Cracow 05-06.09
Trampoline Srem 06-07.03
Curling Warsaw 25-29.08
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Softball Miejska Gorka 04-05.07

2.  Tourism

Under Polish presidency in the Visegrad Group,ismirelated co-operation included the
following activities:

- The jointEuropean Quartet — One Melodyebsite ywww.european-gquartet.cgm
was updated,

- The education programme for American audiencas wontinued, involving a
joint presentation on V4 member states, and toupsrduct promotion,

- A West Coast Roadshamas organised in the US,

- Participation in the ITB Asia International T@m Fair in Singapore,

- Specialist workshops were organised in Russragioyarsk, Rostov-upon-Don),
- Participation in the CITM Fair in Shanghai (joexhibition stand),

- A study tour was organised for Russian tourisarijalists,

- Participation in the JATA fair in Tokyo (Septeert2008, joint exhibition stand),
- Further copies of the map promoting the V4 ragi@re printed.

The Polish Tourist Organisation organised two wuogkimeetings for National Tourist
Organisations representatives, in Stare Jabtontiersummer, and in Warsaw in January
2009.

March 5"-6™ 2009, Cracow - High Level Meeting, Polish Touri€rganisation and
Ministry of Sport and Tourism.The meeting was preceded with a working session of
National Tourist Organisations representativehépurpose of drafting a joint marketing
plan of promotion campaigns on third markets in 20l light of tourism carrying
significant importance in the economies of all fbier countries, representatives of the V4
Group drafted a joint position, and concluded disves:

1. Meetings of V4 Group representatives shall be asgahregularly to the purpose
of strengthening relations, and exchanging curirgioirmation and experience in
the area of crisis counteracting measures andfgpsclutions.

2. There is a need to continue synchronised activitigbe purpose of increasing the
number of tourist arrivals to Visegrad Group coigsy from third markets in
particular, by way of drafting a joint marketingapland organising joint marketing
campaigns on those markets.

3. Greater importance should be assigned to joint etexdx and promotion
campaigns, addressing in particular the Russiarraddn, People’s Republic of
China, United States, and Japan. Furthermore, #iglity of analysing the
capacity for launching similar campaigns on newafismarkets and in South
America should be researched.

4. It is recommended to continue works to the purpoteémproving the joint
www.european-quartet.comvebsite, in include four language versions: Eiglis
Japanese, Chinese, and Russian.

The meeting concluded with the signing of a Protagegulating joint Visegrad Group
promotion campaigns with regard to tourist arriviadsn third countries in 2009.

17



Ministry of Science and Higher Education

In the field of higher education, co-operation witisegrad Group countries primarily
took on the form of the Visegrad Scholarship Progree of the International Visegrad
Fund. The Programme enjoys increasing interesBadish students and citizens of V4
neighbouring countries alike. In the academic y2@09/10, the following scholarships
were awarded as part of the Visegrad ScholarstigrBmme:

* Intra-Visegradscholarships-to 16 Polish citizens in V4 countries, including 11
scholarships in the Czech Republic, 1 in Slovadia 4 in Hungary,

« Outgoingscholarships —to 5 Polish citizens,

* Incomingscholarships — to 14 individuals, including 6 tasRian citizens, 2 to
Macedonian citizens, 2 to Serbian citizens, 2 t@r@i@n citizens, and 1 to an
Armenian citizen,

» Scholarships for Ukrainian citizens — to 15 indivédk at universities in Poland,
» Scholarships for Belarusian citizens — to 9 indils at universities in Poland.

April 7" and 8" 2009, Warsaw — Meeting of the Visegrad Scholarstipogramme
Selection Committee.

In 2008, theVisegrad University Studies Grarmgrogramme was launched as a first-time
initiative, with the main objective of supportinget development of university courses
and/or curricula, in particular in the field of samlcor humanist studies tied in with
Visegrad Group countries (the Czech Republic, Rbl&tovakia, and Hungary).

Co-operation of Academies of Sciences in VisegradGntries

Responsible authority: Polish Academy of Sciences

On May 25'-26" 2009, Presidents of Academies of Sciences in VigseGroup countries
met in Warsaw to exchange opinions on the conditbrscience in times of global
economic crisis, and on the role science shoulg plaovercoming the same. It was
concluded that Academies should continue co-opeyati the future.

Agricultural Policy

Responsible authority: Ministry of Agriculture aRdiral Development

In the field of agriculture, Polish presidency imetVisegrad Group coincided with an
ongoing health check of EU’s Common Agriculturalli®g which closed with final
compromise as of November®@008. As part of the final stage of the check, Ehench
presidency initiated a debate on post-2013 CAP é&brifihe continued debate concerning
the future and overall simplification of the CAP svaurther reflected in the priorities of
the Czech presidency in the first half of 2009.

All factors described impacted the process of definareas of co-operation and
discussion by and between the Polish Ministry ofiégture and Rural Development, and
Ministries of Agriculture of the Visegrad Group ctutes, Bulgaria, and Romania. In
conformity to former assumptions, the Ministry ofjculture and Rural Development
organised two meetings in Poland at the level oficdture Ministries of the Visegrad
Group, Bulgaria, and Romania.
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September 18 2008, Pozna — Meeting of Ministers of Agriculture of VisegraGroup
countries in the occasion of the POLAGRA Internatial Food Industry Fair. The
meeting focused on the following issues, amongrsthe

- Common Agricultural Policy health check,
- Post-2013 CAP future,
- Priorities for the French presidency,
- Current agricultural affairs.
Talks resulted i.a. in the adoption of two jointideations, later presented at the EU level:

- Position on the allocation of non-disbursed CARIdet expenses to the purpose of
covering differences between the EU-15 and the EURlterms of capacity offered by
Article 68 in the area of specific assistance, udolg the dairy sector and risk
management instruments,

- Position on the expected Common Agricultural &ohealth check results.

April 29" 2009, Warsaw — Meeting of Ministers of Agriculturas an accompanying
event to theAgriculture and Rural Areas — Five Years after Polsh Accession to the
European Unioninternational conferenceOn this occasion, the meeting focused on:

- Future of the CAP — with particular attentiondpto the direct subsidies system,
- Renewable energy sources,
- Criteria of delineating Less Favoured Areas (kA

This meeting also closed with the adoption of atjdieclaration concerning CAP’s future.
Moreover, the Polish party suggested an expert-leveeting to be organised with
representatives of different Ministries of Agriauk in attendance, to the purpose of a
more detailed exchange of experience in the fiele@iwewable energy acquisition.

Under Polish presidency in the Visegrad Group, peration of Visegrad Group member
countries flourished also at the European Uniomaritly level, in particular within the
framework of work undertaken by the Agriculture aRheries Council. During the
Council session of March 232009, Poland tabled a motion concerning VAT ellgip
classification for purposes of Rural Areas DevelepmProgrammes. The motion raised
the issue of unequal treatment of public entitieslen EU law, as public entities
implementing operations co-financed by the EuropRegional Development Fund are
not entitled to any form of VAT reimbursement. Thean account for VAT payment as a
deductible expense, which is not an option for juéhtities implementing activities co-
financed by the European Agricultural Fund for Rubavelopment. The Polish motion
was supported by co-financed by the European Vagkgartners and by Romania. In their
interventions, representatives of these countrighlighted the necessity for clarity in
legislation, as identical entities are extendedediint treatment under current European
laws pertaining to the European Agricultural Fumad Rural Development and to the
European Regional Development Fund, respectively.

Defence Policy
Responsible authorityMinistry of National Defence
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Under Polish presidency in the Visegrad Group, moore meetings were organised, and a
memorandum on an agreement to co-operate in tlee airarmaments was drafted and
adopted, four annexe included (protection againeapens of mass destruction, air
defence, th@1* Century Soldieproject, and strategic transport). Options foloperation

in two further areas were debated (non-lethal weaspoand Mi-17 helicopter
modernisation).

Interest was confirmed to establish a Joint Cordyatp, within a time perspective of “no
earlier than 2015"). Detailed talks are to procedr 2010, after transparent rules of
using the force are defined, and experience irathe of earlier projects is solidified.

A decision was passed to strengthen V4 countriesdperation in Afghanistan, i.a. by
initiating a process of experience exchange witgareé to participation in NATO
operations (setting up of PRTs, OMLTSs, etc.).

A Military Training Base Catalogue of V4 countriegas drafted under Slovak
chairmanship. It shall serve as base for desigjpong training proposals for the year
2010, and subsequent periods.

The will to continue exchanging experience coneegr¥isegrad Group participation in
the helicopter initiative was sustained.

Polish, Slovak, and Hungarian interest in partitigain a debate concerning conclusions
and experience in the area of the Czech MinistifyBefence participation in preparations
preceding the upcoming Czech presidency in thegaan Council was confirmed.

May 28" 2009, Warsaw — Meeting of the Ministers of Defenoé Visegrad Group
countries The Ministersdiscussed matters relating to the current militagenda, i.a.
results of the NATO Strasbourg-Kehin Summit, EU-NATelations, and international
military EU and NATO operations. Moreover, the debaomprised NATO military
capacity in times of economic crisis. The second phthe meeting was attended by the
Ukrainian Minister of defence, with whom i.a. theadkern Partnership, the situation in
Ukraine and Georgia, and multinational military aeijpy initiatives were discussed.

Conclusions

Results achieved by the Polish presidency in tree§tiad Group enable a conclusion that
albeit deprived of institutional bodies (with thgception of the International Visegrad
Fund), the Group remains an effective structurdr wiinsiderable coalition capacity, put
to the use of pursuing proprietary interest, ad a&bf co-creating the European Union as
an organisation of greater solidarity with all heember states.

A crucial stage in Visegrad Group co-operation l@én achieved in the meeting of
Ministers of Foreign Affairs of the Visegrad Growfth Japan (Hanoi, May 352009), in
the course of which decisions were made to implén@nt projects in the V4+Japan
format. Such activities should continue and develoghe future as part of V4+ co-
operation projects.

The process of developing regional identity andeyrad Group countries’ promotion was
greatly supported by activities of the Visegrad &en School (Cracow, July 2008), and
by the programme of supporting the developmentofarsity seminars or M.A. curricula
relating to Visegrad Group countries, launched lby International Visegrad Fund in
2008. Immense expectations tie in also with theelfiad Summer School for specialists in
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the area of national heritage protection, initiasdthe Polish Ministry of Culture and
National heritage in 2009. Such activities shouatmue in the future. The IVF's role
was acknowledged by the Prime Ministers’ decismmaise its budget from 5 min € to 6
min € as of 2010.

High praise offered by numerous meeting and coasait attendants should not be
considered an excuse for abstaining from reflestmoncerning proper course of action to
make Visegrad Group co-operation yet more effecive visible in Europe and globally.

In times of the closing Polish presidency and ia thture, Visegrad Group countries
should become ambassadors of countries awaitiegriation with the European Union.

© 2009, Visegrad Grouphttp://www.visegradgroup.eu/
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