Communiqué on the 15th Meeting of the Ministers of Culture

of the Visegrad Group Countries

Kraków, 3 – 5 September 2006 

The meeting of the Ministers of Culture of the Visegrad Group countries was held in Kraków at the Exhibition-Conference Centre on Wawel Hill.

The meeting was attended by an observer from  a Belarussian nongovernmental organization, a representative of the Ukrainian local government and representatives of the International Visegrad Fund.

The meeting of the Ministers of Culture was preceded by a meeting of experts held on 4th September 2006.

The experts were informed on the following issues:

1. Implementation status of projects of the Visegrad Group in 2006 and proposals for new tasks.

2. Utilisation of European non-standard financial instruments to support culture.

3. Preparation of the successive session of the EU Education and Culture Council.

4. Cultural heritage in the Visegrad Group countries and the new challenges and threats.

5. Areas of cultural co-operation with Ukraine and with the nongovernmental sector in Belarus. 

6. Assessment of the possibility of providing support for projects of the Visegrad Group countries with the participation of Ukrainian and Belarussian partners.

7. Achievements of the Visegrad Fund – the structure and priorities of financing cultural projects from the countries of the Visegrad Group.

8. Presentation of the candidates for the Visegrad Award for 2006.

9. New initiatives concerning a joint TV channel, publication of an anthology of V 4 young poets and writers, forming V4 jazz and drafting joint programmes in 2008 - the Year of Intercultural  Dialogue

The Ministers of Culture of the Visegrad Group countries evaluated positively co-operation of the V4 countries and indicated its significance for the creation of a climate encouraging the development of international initiatives to support democracy.

1. The Ministers accepted the report of experts on the implementation of projects of the V4 Group in the year 2006.

2. The parties owe great importance to the positive role of culture in international cooperation.  To this end they make effort to draft joint programmes in the spirit of intercultural dialogue  by the year 2008.

3. The Ministers expressed their acknowledgment of the report on the first Colloquium of Library Experts of the Visegrad Group in Banska Bystrica  held on 11-13th May 2006. 

Ministers take into consideration the continuation of the colloquium tradition,                    the initiative being  undertaken by a different Visegrad Group country every second year. 

4. The Ministers considered the possibility to continue the project “The International Visegrad Library” under the chairmanship of the Czech Republic.

5. The Ministers expressed their acknowledgment of the actions of the Hungarian party which is preparing for the celebration of the 50th anniversary of the Hungarian Revolution. The Ministers indicated the significance of the joint Hungarian and Polish cultural projects commemorating these historic events.

6. Having in view the upcoming meeting of the EU Education and Culture Council, the Ministers discussed issues related to the ratification of the UNESCO Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions and                    the preparations for the Year of Intercultural Dialogue, 2008.

7. In this context, the Ministers were appreciative of the prospects for including                   the Ukrainian and Belarussian partners in selected projects of the V4 Group, as the needs and possibilities arise.

It has been stressed that the participation of artists from Ukraine and Belarus in              the selected projects of the V4 Group is a matter of utmost importance. The Ministers have expressed  their hope that experts and observers from the two countries will be able to encourage free flow of artists and cultural dialogue. 

8. The Ministers became acquainted with the Polish initiative of creating a working group within the V4 forum to examine the effects of the changed status of cultural heritage caused by the process of economic and social transformations in the Visegrad countries. The delegations of the Visegrad Group member countries supported                the proposal of the Polish Party and at the next meeting of the Ministers will articulate their position in this matter.

9. The Polish Party presented the proposal of founding an annual distinction for a young artist or author from each member country of the Visegrad Group, in the form of         a study tour to another partner country. The Polish Party undertook to draft                      the principles of operation of the project and to present these at the next meeting of            the V4 Ministers of Culture.

10. Having in view the approaching summit of the Presidents of the Visegrad Group in          the Czech Republic, the Ministers recommended that during their meeting                        the Presidents pay special attention  to the cultural heritage in the face of the threads and challenges of today. 

11. The Ministers welcomed the idea of launching the joint digital TV channel and they decided to start the discussion on the issue on expert level at a convenient time.

12. In the course of the meeting the Ministers took the decision on bestowing the Visegrad Award for 2006. 

The Award was bestowed to  the International Cultural Centre  in Cracow.

The attending parties established that the next meeting of the Ministers of Culture of                   the Visegrad Group countries will be held in Hungary  on 11-12th  January 2007.

For the preparation of the event the V4 experts will convene in Budapest in  November 2006. 

The attending parties expressed their appreciation to the organisers for preparing the meeting and the accompanying programme.

Done and signed in Kraków, 5th September 2006.
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