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JOINT STATEMENT
On the official meeting of Speakers/ Presidents of the Visegrad Group Parliaments
(Budapest, 214 March 2018)

Having regard to our shared historic heritage and to the significance of a strong, responsible and
cooperative Central-European region, meeting in Budapest on 2" March 2018, we the Speakers of
the Visegrad Group Parliaments have discussed our parliamentary cooperation as well as the
opportunities offered by a joint presentation of issues of common interest at the different fora of the
European Union.

We have reviewed the conclusions adopted unanimously by the meetings of our standing committees
convening in the framework of the parliamentary program of the Hungarian Visegrad Group
Presidency:

- the Committees on European Affairs on the future of the European Union, the necessity to
reinforce the role of national parliaments and the preparations for the expected consequences
of Brexit,

- the Committees on Foreign Affairs on the future of the Common Foreign and Security Policy,
the EU and NATO integration of the Western Balkans region;

- the Economic Committees on the revision of the Posting of Workers Directive and the next
Multiannual Financial Framework;

- the parliamentary committees dedicated to family policy issues on the significance of family
policy in overcoming demographic challenges;

- the Agriculture Committees on the reform of the Common Agricultural Policy, as well as on
the need to abolish the practice of double standards in quality and unfair market practices in
the food industry;

- the Defence Committees on challenges related to migration and the defence cooperation of the
Visegrad countries as an important pillar of regional stability and security.

We note that the objectives defined for the parliamentary programs of the Visegrad Group Hungarian
Presidency have been met and the parliamentary dimension of the Visegrad Group cooperation gained
strength, the Members of Parliament attending these meetings have come to important conclusions
influencing the future of our countries and that of the European Union.

We welcome that the Speakers of the Visegrad countries’ parliamentary chambers have agreed to avail
themselves of all opportunities available within the scope of the present European Union Treaties to
strengthen the role of national parliaments, with special regard to subsidiarity checks and inter-
parliamentary cooperation within the EU.

As a result of this joint stance the Speakers of the Visegrad countries’ Parliaments have consented to
the letter of the Speaker of the Hungarian National Assembly Laszl6 Kovér, addressed to the President
of the European Commission Jean-Claude Juncker urging for a reinforced participation of national
parliaments in the working group on subsidiarity.

We underline the right of Visegrad countries and of national parliaments to contribute constructively
to the debate on the future of the European Union, having regard to the Joint Statement of the
Visegrad Group Heads of Government on the future of Europe in March 2017 and January 2018, the
conclusions of the European Council on the future of Europe, the Bratislava Declaration and Road
Map of September 2016 and the Rome Declaration of March 2017 adopted on the 6ot anniversary of
the Treaty of Rome.



We acknowledge that the steps of the European Union aimed at creating peace and prosperity have
been a success story and that adherence to the ideal of European unity, Christian civilizational roots
and universal and indivisible values of human dignity, freedom, democracy, equality, rule of law and
human rights are indispensable for this to continue.

We reaffirm our joint approach to the debate on the future of the European Union and emphasize at
the same time that being the elected representatives of European citizens, national parliaments need
to and are determined to be involved more efficiently in these debates.

We agree that sovereign nations cooperating with each other were the engine of development during
the course of European integration, this is why we stress that the Visegrad countries are interested in
shaping and maintaining an efficient and more citizen friendly European Union built on the strong
and successful community of states.

We are convinced that the Union needs to offer an appealing future vision to its citizens, which does
not lose sight of their interests, one they can support with confidence. Therefore, the slogan of “a
strong and efficient Europe” needs to be promoted in lieu of “more Europe” by preserving past
achievements and successes, respecting the legal frameworks in force, with special regard to the
Schengen system, the Single Market built on the principle of the four fundamental freedoms as well
as the protection of the external borders.
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We call on the Member States of the European Union and on EU institutions to earnestly confront
the internal and external challenges facing the Union, to continue the constructive debate on these
issues. The European Union’s internal challenges — such as demographic processes of European
societies — should be managed within the borders, while responses to external challenges — like
migration and refugee issues — should be sought outside of the borders of the European Union. In the
course of this common work every means available should be used to guarantee the well-being and
safety of Member State citizens and we need to cooperate in defence of the EU common values, social
welfare and security including effective protection of the EU external borders and fight against
terrorism.

A consensual, comprehensive strategy has to be developed with respect to the migration crisis, which
has a fundamental impact on the life of European citizens; a strategy that aims at preserving Schengen
but also takes into account security policy considerations, one that makes a clear distinction between
refugees and economic or illegal migrants. A sustainable solution has to be found, which does not
distribute but instead prevents the migration pressure on Europe.

In accordance with this, democratic oversight of the EU legislative and political processes, as well as
EU institutions has to be strengthened at the level of Member States while recognizing the role of
national parliaments in this process. While preserving the balance of competences set forth in the
Treaties, the principle of subsidiarity and proportionality has to be respected by all EU institutions in
the process of EU decision-making, granting greater political and legal significance to the subsidiarity
check procedures carried out by national parliaments, which also have to be extended to encompass
a control of the principle of proportionality. We also consider it necessary for EU national parliaments
and EU institutions to pursue consultations on the development of the legal background for the red-
and green-card procedures that would give national parliaments a more active role and increased
weight in EU decision-making. We support the introduction of the red-card procedure for national
parliaments in the EU legislative procedure.

European Union policy cooperation should reflect the equality of Member States in accordance with
the basic principle of “the free with the free, the equal with the equal”. We reject any steps leading to
the EU divided into first and second class EU members as well as double standards in all of its aspects,
while at the same time we support the idea of preserving the role of traditional policies, especially with
respect to the level of cohesion funds in the service of convergence between Mem ber States, to
maintaining competitiveness, the enforcement of the four internal market fundamental freedoms and
the support system of the Common Agricultural Policy.



The Union needs to maintain her open stance to integration, the focus on neighbourhood policy and
to offer a credible perspective to countries wishing to join, especially with respect to further
enlargement towards the Western Balkans. The Union needs to support the promotion of stability,
democracy and prosperity in the countries of the Eastern Partnership as well.

The European Union will suffer a serious loss with the exit of the United Kingdom, which is a historic
challenge for the community. Studying the reasons for the exit of the United Kingdom we have to draw
the necessary conclusions, which will help to reinterpret the direction for the development of
European integration, so that we are able to protect the unity of the community of Member States.

Protecting the rights and interests of EU Member State citizens should be the primary consideration
in the negotiations with the United Kingdom and during these talks the EU-27 should in the spirit of
mutual respect, endeavour to maintain a close partnership with the United Kingdom in the future as

well.

Speakers/Presidents will inform their respective parliaments and the governments of their country of
this Joint Statement with a view to harmonising the cooperation of the Visegrad country governments
and parliaments.

Speakers/Presidents have asked the Speaker of the Hungarian National Assembly currently leading
the parliamentary cooperation of the Visegrad Group Presidency to send this Joint Statement and the
Conclusions of the Committee Meetings to the national parliaments of the European Union and the
leaders of the European Union institutions.

This document was prepared in the English language in six original copies.

Budapest, 2" March 2018

Signed by:

Kovér Laszlé
Speaker of the
Hungarian National Assembly
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